
Building Program Maps: 

Scaffolding the Core Curriculum 

and Avoiding Starting from 

Scratch 
March 20, 2017 

for Guided Academic Pathways:  

Mapping for Student Success 

Barbara Brown 

Assistant Vice Chancellor for Transitional 

and General Education 

404-962-3107 

Barbara.Brown@usg.edu 

mailto:Barbara.Brown@usg.edu




Considerations in Creating 

Program Maps 
 Area A – usually 3 courses 

◦ A1 – two course sequence 

◦ A2 – one math course 

 MATH 1001 – Quantitative Reasoning 

 MATH 1101 – Intro to Math Modeling 

 MATH 1111 – College Algebra 

 MATH 1113 – Pre-Calculus  

 Calculus 

 Students must complete Area A by the 

time they complete 30 credits 



 Area B – usually 1 - 2 courses 

 Area C – usually 2 courses 

 Area D – usually 3 three- to 4 credit 

courses (two lab sciences and one math 

or science elective) 

◦ May require A2 prerequisite or two-semester 

sequence 

 Area E – Usually 3 – 4 courses, usually 

not sequenced 

 Area F – 6 courses in program of study; 

may require sequences 

 About 20 courses total 



Program maps should . . . 

 Not require summer attendance 

 Begin with a 1st semester based on 

“academic cluster requirements” 
◦ Business 

◦ Education 

◦ Engineering 

◦ Fine and Applied Arts 

◦ Foreign Languages 

◦ Health Sciences (including nursing) 

◦ Humanities and Social Sciences (and 

undecided) 

◦ Science, Technology and Mathematics 





Area A2 Math recommendations 

from RACS 
(http://www.completecollegegeorgia.org/node/12215) 

http://www.completecollegegeorgia.org/node/12215


Building Program Maps 

 Area A1 – ENGL 1101, 1102 in first two 

semesters 

 Area C – if a literature course is required, 

place in 3rd semester 

 Area A2 – Place appropriate math in 1st 

semester 

 Area D math (if required) place in 2nd 

semester 

 Place high DFW courses in 2nd semester 

(or later) if possible 

 If lab science sequence is required, place 

in same academic year, if possible 





Specifying courses? 
 Specific courses versus Area X elective 

versus Area B, C, or E elective 

 In creating program maps, you are 

recommending (not requiring) courses in 

core areas. 

 If students take a different course in that 

core area, it satisfies the core 

requirement and counts toward 

graduation even if it was not the course 

recommended for the program of study. 

 Impact on demand for courses 



Area F courses? 
 Are there sequenced courses within Area 

F? 

 Four-semester sequences must be started 

in first semester of attendance. 

◦ Foreign language? 

◦ Fine Arts? 

 It is important to decide how you are 

going to pace your Area F courses, e.g., 

◦ 0,1, 2, 3 

◦ 0, 2, 2, 2, 

◦ 1, 1, 2, 2, etc. 



Benchmarks and milestones? 

 accumulating credit hours 

 completing of Area A requirements 

 satisfying the US and Georgia history and 

constitution requirements 

 completing requirements outside the 

classroom: shadowing, internship(s), study 

abroad, service learning hours 

 declaring a major 

 completing key courses 

 meeting with an advisor 



 applying for admission to undergraduate 

programs 

 applying to graduate 

 learning about and applying to graduate 

programs 

 graduating 









Program maps for 3rd & 4th Years 
 Identify 2 – 4 semester sequences so that 

required sequences can be completed in 

time for on-time graduation. Create 

prerequisite flow charts to guide in 

constructing your program maps. 

 Plan courses that are not offered every 

year and inform students when the 

courses will be offered. 

 Include completing internships, applying 

for graduation, applying to graduate 

school or jobs, and graduating as 

milestones. 

 




